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Our Children and Vulnerable Adults
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle and MacKillop Parish 
have an abiding commitment to promote the safety, 
welfare and wellbeing of children and vulnerable adults. 
Information brochures are available in the foyer to the
churches. If you have any concerns for a child or 
vulnerable adult, contact the Office of Safeguarding via
P: 02 4979 1390 or
E: childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au 

For further information visit:

Website: www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au 
Complaints: https://

officeofsafeguarding.org.au/making-a-

complaint/

Charlestown

Charlestown

Wednesday, St Jerome, priest, doctor, Memorial

Charlestown

Gateshead

Gateshead

Charlestown

Charlestown

Sunday, 27th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME

Sunday 4 October

Charlestown

NB: Eucharistic Adoration will occur for one hour prior to every Mass, 
except on Saturday mornings.

Liturgy of the Hours will be celebrated 30 minutes before every Mass.

Liturgy of the Hours will be celebrated 30 minutes before every Mass.

The Catholic Community of

MacKillop Parish
St Mary Immaculate Church St Paul’s Church St John Vianney 

Church CHARLESTOWN  GATESHEAD  REDHEAD

26th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME YEAR A – WORLD REFUGEES & MIGRATION DAY - 27 SEPTEMBER 2026

Church Contacts Liturgical Times Year A/2 - within Ordinary Time 26

St Mary of the Cross Parish Hub

Safeguarding

Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle

Please Pray For:
Sick: Jenny Phillips, Derek Orrin, Anne Standing, David Ellis, Lucy 
Bridge, Sarah Williams, Helen Davies, Timothy Brown, Peter John 
Evans, Jane Mcvicar, Pauline Williams, Emelia D’Aquisto, Margaret
Wright, Emma Walsh, Ottilie Marie Sheens, Glory Ivanfy, Archie Huxley, 
Jodie Bell, Mark Evans, Peter Corcoran, Gary Williams, Kathrina Douglas, 
Gwen Mangan, Nancy Toonan, Douglas Wallace, Heather Bosevski, 
Leanne Haywood, Eileen March, Roger Pearce, Peter Keen, John 
(Giovani) Prosdocimo, Alma Edwards.
(Once the person is well again, would you kindly inform the Parish Office)

Recently Deceased: Peter O’Toole.
Anniversaries: Cecil O’Toole.

Eternal rest, grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We strive to be a united community celebrating our faith in Jesus; inclusive and hospitable; 
compassionate and forgiving; committed to the life and mission of the parish.

Tuesday, Ordinary Time 25

Saturday 26 September

9.00am     Mass

Charlestown9:00am     Mass

Monday, Ordinary Time 26

Monday 28 September 9:00am     Mass

Tuesday, Sts Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, archangels, Feast

Tuesday 29 September 5:30pm

Wednesday 30 September 9:30am     Mass

Thursday, St Therese of the Child Jesus, virgin, doctor, Memorial

Thursday 1 October

Friday, The Holy Guardian Angels, Memorial

Friday 2 October 9:00am     Mass

Saturday, Ordinary Time 26

Saturday 3 October 9:00am     Mass

9:30am Adoration and 
Bendiction

Charlestown

10:00am    Reconciliation

Saturday 3 October 5:00pm     Vigil Mass

9:00am     Mass Gateshead

Mass
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Ezekiel 18:25-28

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

The sinner who decides to turn against sinfulness deserves to live. 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘You 
object, “What the Lord does is unjust.” Listen, you House of 
Israel: is what I do unjust? Is it not what you do that is unjust? 
When the upright man renounces his integrity to commit sin and 
dies because of this, he dies because of the evil that he himself 
has committed. When the sinner renounces sin to become law-
abiding and honest, he deserves to live. He has chosen to 
renounce all his previous sins; he shall certainly live; he shall not 
die.’

The Word of the Lord.

Ps 24:4-9. R. v.6

(R.) Remember your mercies, O Lord.

1. Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour. (R.)

2. Remember your mercy, Lord,and the love 
you have shown from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth.
In your love remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.)

3. The Lord is good and upright. He shows the 
path to those who stray,
he guides the humble in the right path;
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)

Philippians 2:1-11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians

In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus.

If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can persuade at 
all, or the Spirit that we have in common, or any tenderness and 
sympathy, then be united in your convictions and united in your 
love, with a common purpose and a common mind. That is the 
one thing which would make me completely happy. There must 
be no competition among you, no conceit; but everybody is to be 
self-effacing. Always consider the other person to be better than 
yourself, so that nobody thinks of his own interests first but 
everybody thinks of other people’s interests instead. In your 
minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus:

His state was divine,
yet he did not cling
to his equality with God
but emptied himself
to assume the condition of a slave,
and became as men are;
and being as all men are,
he was humbler yet,
even to accepting death,
death on a cross.
But God raised him high
and gave him the name

John 10:27

Alleluia, alleluia!
My sheep listen to my voice, says 
the Lord;
I know them, and they follow me.
Alleluia!

Matthew 21:28-32

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

He went out moved by regret. The tax collectors and prostitutes 
will precede you into the kingdom of God.

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people, ‘What 
is your opinion? A man had two sons. He went and said to the 
first, “My boy, you go and work in the vineyard today.” He 
answered, “I will not go,” but afterwards thought better of it and 
went. The man then went and said the same thing to the second 
who answered, “Certainly, sir,” but did not go. Which of the two 
did the father’s will?’ ‘The first’ they said. Jesus said to them, ‘I 
tell you solemnly, tax collectors and prostitutes are making their 
way into the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you, a 
pattern of true righteousness, but you did not believe him, and 
yet the tax collectors and prostitutes did. Even after seeing that, 
you refused to think better of it and believe in him.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

First Reading

Responsorial Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel

This Sunday’s Scripture Readings

This Sunday’s Scripture Readings
which is above all other names
so that all beings
in the heavens, on earth and in the 
underworld,
should bend the knee at the name of Jesus
and that every tongue should acclaim
Jesus Christ as Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

The Word of the Lord.
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Caritas Australia: Nepal Floods Appeal

Communities in northern Nepal are facing a humanitarian crisis 
after devastating flash floods swept through the Rasuwa District 
on 26 August. Over 1,000 people have lost their lives, many
remain missing, and thousands of families have been affected. 
Homes, roads, bridges, schools and essential infrastructure have 
been destroyed, leaving vulnerable communities in urgent need 
of support.

Caritas Australia is working with Caritas Nepal and local partners 
to provide lifesaving assistance, including emergency shelter, 
food, safe drinking water, healthcare and protection support for 
affected families.

Together, we can provide urgent relief and hope to families 
rebuilding their lives in Nepal.

BAPTISM

This weekend we celebrate the Baptism of 

Lyla Sue Marsh.

May the Holy Spirit guide her as she grows to 
become a disciple of Christ throughout her life.

Staying Safe from Scams

Scams are becoming increasingly sophisticated, and 
older people are often targeted. Knowing what to 
look for — and what to do — can make a real 
difference.

Join Council on the Ageing New South Wales for 
a free community session in Charlestown on Staying 
Safe from Scams, where we’ll share practical tips to 
help older people recognise scams, protect their 
information and know where to seek help. Stay and 
have a cuppa and chat as well.

Event Details:
Date: Tuesday, 6 October 2026 
Time: 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM (with light 

refreshments afterwards) 
Location: Community Hall, The Place: 

Charlestown Community Centre, Frederick St, 
Charlestown NSW 2290

For further information go to www.cotansw.com.au.

Little Nuns & Little Friars 
of Jesus & Mary

Our most recent meeting 
progressed in its planning 
for the visit of the friars 
and nuns from 2-12 
November. I will inform 
you when the program is 
finalised. Fr Tony.

Diocesan Events Page on the Website

There are many wonderful, inspiring and engaging things 

happening across our Parishes and in the Diocese. Keep up to 

date and share these in your communities using the link and 

QR Code below in your bulletins.  

https://mn.catholic.org.au/cdmn-news/events/ 

Conferences, Annual Leave and Annual Retreat

I will be absent from the parish this coming week due to 2 

conferences I will be attending. The following week I will be on 

Annual Leave. Fr Anton Perera will, therefore, be replacing me 

from Tuesday, 29 September until Sunday, 11 October. From 

Sunday evening, 11 October until Friday, 16 October, I, along with 

many of the clergy in the diocese, will be attending our annual 

retreat. During this week, Masses will be replaced by Liturgy of the 

Word with Holy Communion. For emergencies only, I may still be 

contacted on 0466 140 066. Thanks, Fr Tony.

Meditation/Reflection/Sharing – John Main 1926-2026

Father John Main inspired the global community of meditation. He wrote 
“The task of meditation is to bring all this mobile and distracted mind to 
stillness and concentration, to bring it, that is, into its proper service.”

Saturday, 24 October, 9:30am to 12:30pm
Location: DoMN LIBRARY (Corner Tudor and Parry St, 
Hamilton. Parking behind Library off Tudor St and Sacred 
Heart Cathedral Car Park)
Donation: $5.00
Morning Tea Provided at 9.30

RSVP by 21 October to annecuskelly@hotmail.com or 0407436808.

https://www.cotansw.com.au/events_main/staying-safe-from-scams-charlestown/
https://mn.catholic.org.au/cdmn-news/events/
https://mn.catholic.org.au/cdmn-news/events/
https://mn.catholic.org.au/cdmn-news/events/
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Formation Films – Heart of a Missionary: The Story of Pauline 

Jaricot

Pauline Marie Jaricot, foundress of The Society for the 
Propagation of Faith, was just 18 years old when she 
revolutionised the way our Church looks at the missions. This 
documentary film shares Pauline’s story through expert 
interviews, beautiful dramatisations and footage from various 
mission sites around the world.

Join us, in conjunction with Catholic Mission, as we watch the 
film and share morning tea, lunch, and robust discussion. All 
are welcome!  

When: Saturday 10 October 
2026 
Time: 11.00am-1.00pm  
Where: Diocesan Resource 
Centre – Cnr Parry & Tudor 
Street Newcastle West 
Cost: Free 
Registration (Essential): 
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r
/YW831j1Wjt  or call Mary on 
0409033449.

World Youth Day 2027 

World Youth Day is an international gathering of young people 
(aged 16-35) held every three years with the Pope. The Diocese 
of Maitland-Newcastle is leading a pilgrimage in July 2027 to the 
next one in South Korea with an extended retreat in Japan 
following. 

Serious expressions of interest 
have now opened and can be 
logged on our webpage. We 
expect bookings to open in 
November with an $800 deposit. 
Learn more -
https://mn.catholic.org.au/church
/world-youth-day-2027/ 

October: the Month of the Rosary

The Rosary is one of the Church’s most powerful prayers—a 
contemplative journey through the lives of Jesus and Mary that 
anchors our hearts in the Gospel.

This devotion holds a special place in Catholic history. On 
October 7, 1571, Christian forces won a pivotal victory at the 
Battle of Lepanto while the faithful across Europe united in 
praying the Rosary. In gratitude, Pope St. Pius V established the 
feast of Our Lady of Victory, known today as the Feast of Our 
Lady of the Rosary. It stands as a lasting reminder of the 
spiritual protection found through Mary’s intercession.

To mark the Month of the Holy Rosary, we will gather to pray 
the Rosary 30 minutes before every Mass throughout 
October, temporarily replacing our usual pre-Mass Liturgy of 
the Hours.

Whether you pray the Rosary daily or haven't picked up your 
beads in years, you are warmly invited to arrive early, join your 
voice with our parish community, and place your petitions in 
Our Lady’s care.

St Aloysius Girls High School 
60-year Reunion

Wednesday 30th September 2026

Looking for ex students from the 
class of 1963-1966
Lunch as West Mayfield from 12 
noon. Purchase your lunch from the 
Bistro.

It would be great to celebrate with as many old school mates 
as possible. Respond to Angie on 0414449914 or
angienphil2@gmail.com or Gail on the school Facebook page.

Spiritual Renewal Ministry invites you to ‘The Paradox of
Freedom: A Slave of Christ’

A Note on Liturgical Singing

In recent months, our Prayer and Worship Council has been 
discussing what parts of the Mass should be sung. In particular, 
we’ve been looked through parts of the document Musicam
Sacram, which outlines which parts of the Mass should be sung 
over other parts. 

The parts of the Mass that should be sung above all else are: 
a) In the entrance rites: the greeting of the priest together with 
the reply of the people; the prayer. 
b) In the Liturgy of the Word: the acclamations at the Gospel.  
c) In the Eucharistic Liturgy: the prayer over the offerings; the 
preface with its dialogue and the Sanctus; the final doxology of 
the Canon, the Lord's prayer with its introduction and embolism; 
the Pax Domini; the prayer after the Communion; the formulas of 
dismissal. 

The following belong to the second most important place: 
a) the Kyrie, Gloria and Agnus Dei; 
b) the Creed; 
c) the prayer of the faithful. 

The following are the least important: 
a) the songs at the Entrance and Communion processions;
b) the songs after the Lesson or Epistle; 
c) the Alleluia before the Gospel; 
d) the song at the Offertory; 
e) the readings of Sacred Scripture, unless it seems more suitable 
to proclaim them without singing.

As you may have noticed, it seems that we have done this in 
reverse order! Moving forward, we are looking for ways to 
implement singing for those more significant parts of the Mass, 
without losing the musical parts that we are already doing.

Wonders of the Night Sky Murrurundi 

Friday 9 October from 6pm-9pm, Murrurundi Golf Course 

Join us for a night of discovery, reflection and beauty. This 
family-friendly evening will feature guided observations of 
planets, star clusters, the Milky Way, the Southern Cross and, 
possibly, Saturn. Enjoy insights and stories of night sky wisdom 
from a First Nations speaker, explore the connection between 
science and faith, and reflect on the spirituality of St Francis of 
Assisi and care for creation. All are welcome. BYO rug, 
chair/cushion. Drinks and BBQ dinner available for purchase at 
golf club. If weather is unsuitable, presentations will be held 
inside the club. For information, contact 0409 400 824. 

Farewell Mass and Lunch - Singleton 

Sunday 25 October at 10am, St Patrick’s Church, Singleton 

Everyone is invited to join together with Singleton and Branxton 
Parishes to Farewell Fr Thomas Chirackal. Mass will be said at 
10am in St Patrick's Church, Singleton followed by lunch in St 
Catherine’s Catholic College Hall. Anyone attending is asked to 
‘bring a dish’ to share. You will need to supply your own drinks. 
Please RSVP by contacting the Singleton Parish Office on 5507 
4048 by 18 October for catering. 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=x2JU50ZySU-2DkekmO6p1pwUzqkn_-5GjBZnkEgXeOdURVdaSDA0VTJLUVJWUVNFUDgyUUk0TllaSy4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=x2JU50ZySU-2DkekmO6p1pwUzqkn_-5GjBZnkEgXeOdURVdaSDA0VTJLUVJWUVNFUDgyUUk0TllaSy4u&route=shorturl
https://mn.catholic.org.au/church/world-youth-day-2027/
https://mn.catholic.org.au/church/world-youth-day-2027/
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Safeguarding During School Vacation

The school Spring vacation is an enjoyable time for children 

to relax, explore, and spend time with family and friends; 

however, safeguarding should remain a priority throughout 

the holiday period. Parents and carers can help children stay 

safe by providing appropriate supervision and maintaining 

clear, age-appropriate boundaries.

Before children take part in activities, adults should discuss 

basic safety rules, including road safety, water safety, safe 

use of playgrounds, and what to do if they become 

separated from a trusted adult. Children should know which 

adults they can approach for help and understand that they 

can speak up if something makes them feel uncomfortable or 

unsafe.

Online safety is equally important during school breaks, 

when children may spend more time using phones, tablets, 

computers, or gaming platforms. Parents and carers should 

instruct children not to share personal information, 

photographs, passwords, or locations with strangers online. 

Privacy settings and parental controls should also be 

reviewed regularly.

Adults should remain alert to signs that a child may be 

worried, distressed, or experiencing inappropriate behaviour. 

Children should be listened to calmly and taken seriously 

when they raise concerns.

By combining supervision, communication, safe boundaries, 

and awareness, families can help children enjoy a happy, 
healthy, and safe Spring vacation.

Latest News From Our Safeguarding 
Promoters

The Promoters of Safeguarding continue 
to endorse a culture of safeguarding 
within the Parish.

Spiritual Renewal Ministry invites you to ‘The Paradox of
Freedom: A Slave of Christ’

Did you know?

Did you know that prayer isn’t just a set of words, or even just 
a thought. In Catholic worship we pray with our whole bodies. 
Standing shows reverence, sitting reflects quiet listening, and 
kneeling expresses profound humility and awe before God.

Our physical posture actively shapes our interior heart. 

When we approach Holy Communion, our posture reflects 
what we believe: that the Risen Lord is truly present, giving 
Himself to us. Whether we kneel during the Eucharistic Prayer 
or bow in quiet humility as we prepare to receive the 
Eucharist, lowering ourselves is an outward sign of an inward 
truth. It reminds us that grace is an unmerited gift, received 
with a humbled and grateful heart.

Next time you’re at Mass, consider how you pray with your 
whole body, not just your words. When you sit during the 
readings and the homily, listen and reflect on the words of 
God through His Word and His priest;; when you stand for the 
Gospel, consider the holiness of the truth you are hearing; as 
you kneel before Christ in the Eucharist, let your heart be filled 
with awe.

Caritas Australia's Women for the World Appeal

Safe childbirth shouldn't depend on luck. But in Papua New
Guinea, many women still face pregnancy and childbirth 
without access to the care, equipment and support they need. 
Health centres are often under-resourced, and distance, cost 
and extreme weather can make reaching care a challenge. By
supporting Caritas Australia’s Women for the World appeal, 
you can help upgrade rural health centres, giving women a

safer chance to bring new life into the world. Your gift today 
can help support safer pregnancies, safer births and healthier 
futures for mothers and babies.
Learn more or donate today at www.caritas.org.au/wftw.

Choir Expressions of Interest Open

“To sing is to pray twice." — St. Augustine

The Church teaches that the primary role of a choir is "to 
ensure the proper performance of the parts which belong to it" 
while encouraging the whole congregation to join in prayer 
through song (GIRM #103).

To support the sacred parts of the Mass with beauty, dignity, 
and reverence, we are seeking expressive and reliable singers 
to join our Parish Choir.

We are looking for vocalists who:
• Have a good ear for pitch and the ability to

hold a vocal line or harmony.
• Are dedicated to regular rehearsals and 

Sunday Mass commitments.
• Desire to serve the parish through sacred 

music and liturgical ministry.

If you think that this is an opportunity that you are well-suited 
for, please fill out the form at the link 
https://forms.gle/PBEwYb1D4udQcCGu9 or the QR code.

https://www.caritas.org.au/women-for-the-world
https://www.caritas.org.au/women-for-the-world
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe_JDArXg8RuvSGbUPw7m6B5NHzouyVvAt9LDUeW_ZUM64VhA/viewform?pli=1


Holy Mass, Adoration and 
Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament, First Rite 
Reconciliation and Rosary
Celebrated on Saturdays (EXCEPT the first Saturday 
of the month) at St Mary Immaculate Church, 
Charlestown.   Holy   Mass   9:00am-9:30am, 
Adoration and Benediction 9:30am-10:00am, and 
First Rite Reconciliation 10:00am-10:30am. Rosary 
prayed on the third Saturday of the month 
10:00am-10:30am. Eucharistic Adoration will occur 
one hour before each Mass.

Acknowledgement of 
Country
We acknowledge Aboriginal Peoples are Australia’s 
first people and the Traditional Owners and
Custodians of the land in which we live the joy of 
the Gospel and share it with the world. We are in
the  country  of  the  Awabakal  Peoples.  We 
respectfully acknowledge their Elders, celebrate
their continuing culture and the living memory of 
their ancestors.

Welcome to New
Parishioners
If you are new to our Parish, and you desire to 
know more about it, please complete the 
‘Welcome Form’ located at the back of the church 
and return it to the Parish Office in the envelope 
provided or contact the parish secretary at the 
Parish Office. Please note, if needed, that there 
are ‘Order of Mass’ cards available at the
entrance of the church to use during Holy Mass.
These cards help you to understand the order of 
Holy Mass, as well as the responses for you to
say. If you require any assistance, please see Fr 
Tony.

Function Room Hire
The MacKillop Parish Pastoral Centre Function 
Room Charlestown is available for hire. It comes 
equipped with a kitchen, multi media equipment 
and plenty of room for activities. Please contact 
the Parish Office for further information.

Mass Collections - Thank 
you
The First Collection is for the support of the 
priests around the diocese:

BSB: 066739
Account Number: 100018265 

Account Name: CCF 
Reference: Your Name

The Second Collection is for the support of the 
parish:

BSB: 066739
Account Number: 100012059 

Account Name: CCF 
Reference: Your Name

Disclaimer: Unless otherwise stated, advertisements placed in this newsletter are by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not
supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to endorse the advertisers or the service provided and makes no representation about such matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot 
accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements.

Local School Contacts
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Charlestown
Principal: Mrs Kathryn Hill
Address: 32 Shelton Street, Charlestown NSW 2290 
Phone / Fax: 02 4943 5414 / 02 4942 3218
Email: admin@charlestown.catholic.edu.au 
Website: www.charlestown.catholic.edu.au

St Paul’s Catholic Primary School, Gateshead
Principal: Ms Kaylene Maretich
Address: 66 Felton Street, Gateshead NSW 2290 
Phone / Fax: 02 4943 6369 / 02 4943 1414
Email: admin@gatesheadsp.catholic.edu.au 
Website: www.gatesheadsp.catholic.edu.au

St Mary’s Catholic College, Gateshead
Principal: Mr Brett Donohoe
Address: 47-49 Pacific Highway, Gateshead NSW 2290 
Phone / Fax: 02 4944 4800 / 02 4944 4827
Email: admin@gatesheadsm.catholic.edu.au 
Website: www.gatesheadsm.catholic.edu.au

mailto:admin@charlestown.catholic.edu.au
http://www.charlestown.catholic.edu.au/
mailto:admin@gatesheadsp.catholic.edu.au
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